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The New MexiChords Barbershop Chorus 

The New MexiChords Stay Busy! 
 

The month of May was full of performances for our chorus and quartets.  We enjoy giving back to our      
community and appreciate every opportunity to sing for our audiences.  We love what we do and ringing 
chords in four-part a cappella harmony is a great way to share our love of barbershop music! 
 

On May 4th and 5th, we presented our Spring show, Sentimental Journey, at the St. John’s United Methodist 
Church.  The chorus and our five chapter quartets, plus special guest quartet, Quartet of All Time, performed 
for almost 200 audience members over both nights.   

On Tuesday, May 14th , the chorus members who were available sang the National Anthem at the start of the 
ballgame for the Albuquerque Triple-A baseball team, the Isotopes. 

And on May 17th, we performed at the Albuquerque Convention Center for the quarterly Naturalization     
Ceremony by singing the National Anthem and God Bless America. 



 

Our weekly meetings are on Tuesdays, 6:30pm, at St John’s United Methodist Church,                                
2626 Arizona St NE, Albuquerque, NM 87110 

 
The church is located one block North of Menaul & one block East of San Pedro. 

 

You can see an online location map here:   
 

https://goo.gl/maps/9nGS8mcvRKQYFgBE8 

 

Quartet Photos from our Spring Show 

 

ABQ Afterglow 

HarmoniKats 
Reminiscence 

Sandia Sound Quartet of All Time 

The New MexiChords is a mixed chorus of both men and women.  We 
are always adding new members and invite you to join us, too! 
 
This photo was taken at a rehearsal to recognize those chorus members 
who had performed in our Spring Show for the first time as a New   
MexiChord. 

https://goo.gl/maps/9nGS8mcvRKQYFgBE8


 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Our chorus and quartets love to sing for our audiences and to share our love of barbershop. 
You are invited to join with us to enjoy an evening of camaraderie and great barbershop   

harmony.  Don’t miss out on the fun.  Come and see what it’s all about! 
 

What?    Weekly Chapter Meeting & Rehearsal 
When?   Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m. 
Where?  St John’s United Methodist Church, 2626 Arizona St NE, ABQ 87110 

 

 

From our director: 

 

“Biffleisms” 
 

 
 

Greetings, brothers and sisters in song.  It’s great that you’re a part of this family.  
Your presence on Tuesday nights – and your willingness to work on behalf of the 
whole – is a constant gift to all of us. (I know, I copied that from last month’s column.  
Wanted to see if you were reading this stuff!  Anyway, it still applies!) 
 
Summertime!  Has a nice ring to it, que no?  I like it – and I bet you do, too.  This wonderful season will allow 

us to be a little freer, a little more relaxed – no big concert on the near horizon – and to have some fun with 

more fun music – polecats, tags, old chestnuts, etc., at our weekly get togethers, too.  I hope to have most of us 

ready to sing multiple things (Polecats and tags) with newly found friends in Cheyenne at the RMD            

convention September 26-28.  Having this ability – and the confidence to do it - makes a convention just that – 

a convention, not just a contest.   

We’re going to maintain our repertoire, too.  I see no need – or the advisability of – learning 10 or 12 new 
songs from every spring show.  I believe we need to have a usable rep, keep it in performance shape, and 
search out places to use it.  Singing for the public will spread the word about who we are and what we do – 
and bring in new members, patrons, fans.  All good stuff! So we’ll put in a few new songs over the next     
several months, but the basic repertoire will remain the same. 
 
Having a stable stable of songs (see what I did there?) will also allow us to spend some time to get more     

appropriate physical involvement in the music, energize our faces – who doesn’t need that? – and continue our 

quest for musicality in everything we sing. 

One more thing.  Please, PLEASE, don’t miss THE RETREAT!  It’s June 29th, one day, in town, and will 

completely make your summer!  Our guest clinician, Kim Vaughn, is the most sought-after female barbershop 

coach in the world and a wonderful person, too.  Even if you’re not thinking of competing with us in          

September, you’ll learn a ton of stuff that will make you a better singer, performer, and – maybe – person, too.  

So, go to Groupanizer and sign up. You can thank me later – after the session.  

…. Continued on next page 

 

Do you love to sing?  Tired of entertaining only yourself 
 

in your car or the shower?  C’mon out and see how  
 

much fun it can be to sing with a group of others! 
 

See us at: 
 

www.NMChords.com 

https://www.NMChords.com


BIFFLEISMS…... 

 
Enough for now.  Thanks, again, to Fred for putting this excellent newsletter together, to all our leaders/
administrators/volunteers for making what we do happen, and to you for what you constantly bring for the 
good of the order! 
 
See you Tuesday, champs! 
 
Bill  



 
This is Part 5 of a 5-part series, “Music and the Mind” by John Colapinto (AARP Magazine, December 2023).  
The previous parts of this series can be found in the Serenader newsletter starting in the February 2024   
issue, which are archived on our website at www.NMChords.com.  I hope that you have enjoyed these    
interesting articles. 

 

Part 5 – “She Loves You” 

 I learned firsthand about the miraculous power of music for dementia patients in November 2020, 

when, for this magazine, I was researching a story about Tony Bennett’s previously undisclosed Alzheimer’s 
disease.  Visiting him in his apartment on Manhattan’s Central Park South, I saw a man unable to converse, 
who barely registered my presence and who, I was told by his wife, Susan, had forgotten the use for common 

objects like a fork or keys.  Yet when his longtime piano accompanist began to play, Bennett, at the sound of 
the first notes, came alive, walked to the piano and proceeded to perform, impeccable, an hour of music from 
his set, recalling every lyric, crescendo, melody, physical gesture.  It was impossible to believe he was in the 

late stages of a devastating illness that two years later would end his life. 

 Now, once again writing about music and memory for AARP The Magazine, I am delighted to discover 
that, like Bennett’s, my own memory is unlocked by musical triggers.  I have, for the last couple of years, been 
writing a memoir and, at age 65, I find that I am getting to it just in time – before certain salient aspects of my 

past have failed from my synapses forever. 

 Recently, I was revising a chapter concerning my earliest memory of my late mother – a memory from 
when I was 4 years old, in my native Toronto, and we were drawing on sheets of brown packing paper while 
the radio played a song that had just burst onto the Canadian airwaves and caused a sensation.  It was called 

“She Loves you,” and it was by a new group named the Beatles.  The date was September 1963, which I can 
state with accuracy because that is when the song debuted across North America.  Though a massive hit in 
Canada, the song flopped in the United States – the Beatles would have to wait more than four months for the 

U.S. hit with the release of “I Want to Hold Your Hand” and their epochal appearance on The Ed Sullivan 
Show. 

 In any case, in my original draft of this scene, the details were annoyingly hazy.  I knew my mom was 
encouraging my nascent skills as a cartoonist, but all was dim and undefined, lacking the specific detail that 

makes writing come alive.  But thanks to my experience with Tony Bennett, and my more recent encounters 
with Connie Tomaino, Xiyu Zhang and Michael Thaut, I decided to listen to “She Loves You” as a memory 
prod. 

 Reader, I might as well have discovered that someone had secretly filmed and recorded my mother and 

me that distant afternoon.  Now, with the music as spur and prod to my memory, I could “see” that, on that day 
six decades ago, I was drawing the Beatles’ faces on that packing paper – and that my mother, to aid me, had 
laid out, open on the floor a sheet of newspaper that featured photos of the Fab Four. 

 Pointing to each face in turn and saying their names (“Paul…John…George…Ringo”), my mother was 

brought back to life, de-aged to a youthful 31, and I could see her nimbus of soft brown curls, her large green 
eyes, her huge smile – That’s my mom! – as she exclaimed over my attempt (failed, as my revived memory as-
sures me) to capture the Beatles’ individual looks.  It was a heart-stopping journey back in time, a resurrection 

that, frankly, moved me to both smiles and tears. 

 At least for as long as the music played.  

 

 

 

https://www.NMChords.com


 

 

The New MexiChords Calendar 
Upcoming Chorus Events  

2024 
 
 
 

7 Jun  - Renaissance Fair, 6:45pm, Veterans Memorial Park, 1100 Louisiana Blvd SE 
 

30 Jun-7 Jul - BHS International Convention, Cleveland, Ohio 
 

26-28 Sep  - Rocky Mountain District Fall Convention, Little America, Cheyenne, WY  
 

11 Oct  - Naturalization Ceremony 
 

20 Dec              - Christmas Show, 7pm, St John’s Methodist Church, 2626 Arizona St NE 
 

21 Dec              - Christmas Show, 2pm, St John’s Methodist Church, 2626 Arizona St NE  
 

 
Stay up-to-date with us by visiting our “Shows & Events” page on the website at: 

www.NMChords.com 

 
We are a local chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society (BHS) and a member of the Rocky 

Mountain District (RMD), which includes parts of the following States/Areas: 
Wyoming 
Colorado 

Most of Utah 
eastern Idaho 

southern Montana 
northern New Mexico 

western portions of South Dakota, Nebraska, and Kansas 

The Serenader is your newsletter and vehicle for sharing information, stories, and 

news about the chapter, chorus, quartets, and the people in them.  To make it interesting 
and a fun read, I would encourage all of you to provide articles for publication, photos of 
quartets in  action, our members, chorus on the risers….. Anything that you find interesting 
and would like to see in the newsletter to share with others.  — The Editor 

https://www.silverstatesmen.com


Our Quartet Activities 
 
Our Sandia Sound quartet has been asked to perform at an Ice Cream Social in Rio Rancho at the Calvary Chapel 
church.  This will be a 30 minute program with the main song being “In the Good Ole Summertime.” 
 
Date: Friday, June 21 
Time:  6:30pm 
Where:  Calvary Chapel, 138 Frontage Rd NE, Rio Rancho, NM 87124 
 
 
The ABQ quartet did their annual two-show lunch gig for Mothers Day at Coronado Villa and an 80th birthday party the 
next week at Allegria in Bernalillo.  They are also booked in December at Bear Canyon retirement home. 

 
STAGE PRESENCE   

By Fred Green 

 
One of the ways that we convey the “message” of the music we sing is by our facial expressions.  Can the   
audience tell, just by looking, if what they see is what our words are meant to express?  Many times, we are 
not aware of how we appear to the audience.  Can they tell if we are Happy, or Sad, or Angry, etc?  They 
won’t know for sure if our face is a “blank stare”… as we sing our music. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When you are practicing at home, a great way to add an extra “layer of performance” is to stand in front of a 
mirror and be aware of how your face looks while you are singing.  I can almost guarantee that what you see is 
not what you thought was being conveyed with your facial expressions.  
 
The best way to fix this is to over-emphasize your face with bigger smiles, higher raised eyebrows, and more 
widely open eyes.  Will this look and feel weird?  Absolutely!!  It is definitely not what we are used to doing, 
but it’s what is needed to reach our audiences with the feelings of the music that we are trying to  convey to 
them. 
 
At first, doing this will feel strange to our face.  It will look odd as we put our face in the mirror into positions 
we just don’t normally use.  But the more we practice doing this, the more Bill will see the change in our stage 
presence, and our audiences will notice and enjoy the commitment to the music performance that we bring to 
each show. 
 
Let’s not be a chorus of singing statues.  Our goal should be more than just learning the music and singing the 
songs.  We should all want our audiences to feel they have been entertained and not just sung to.  Our visual 
performance can be just as powerful, sometimes more so, as our ability to ring chords and harmonize.   



 
 

 

Your Chuckles for the Month 
 
Someone glued my deck of cards together…    I don’t know how to deal with it. 
 

A locksmith had to go to court last week to testify in a trial…   Apparently, he was the key witness. 
 

I won’t buy anything with Velcro…  It’s a total rip-off. 
 

I think it’s horrible, that after 50 years, people don’t remember Neil Armstrong, or the kind of trumpet he 
played. 
 

How does a lumberjack know how many trees he’s cut down?   He keeps a log. 
 

Did you hear about the broken guitar for sale?   You can buy it with no strings attached. 
 

Why should you not whisper in a library?   It’s not aloud. 
 

Why did the roofer go to the doctor?   He had shingles. 
 

What did the horse say after it tripped?   Help!  I’ve fallen and I can’t giddyup! 
 

How do you make a waterbed bouncier?   Add spring water. 
 

When does a duck wake up?   At the quack of dawn. 

Why is “dark” spelled with a K and not a C?   Because you can’t C in the dark. 
 

What do you call a train carrying bubblegum?   A chew-chew train. 
 

Why should you avoid artists?   They tend to be sketchy. 

 

Our Mission: 
 

The members of the Albuquerque Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society dedicate 
themselves to: 
• Continually seek the joy to be found in singing well in the barbershop style 
• Promote the benefits of our hobby at every available opportunity 
• Provide our community with high quality musical entertainment, and  
• Foster continual musical growth and fellowship among the members   

 

To be added to our fan list, send your name and email address to subscribe@newmexichords.groupanizer.com                                                         
To be removed, send your email address to unsubscribe@newmexichords.groupanizer.com 

mailto:subscribe@newmexichords.groupanizer.com
mailto:unsubscribe@newmexichords.groupanizer.com

