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Origin of S.P.E.B.S.Q.S.A.

SPEBSQSA (Society for the Preservation and Encouragement of Barber Shop Quartet Singing in
America) was founded on April 11, 1938, in Tulsa, Oklahoma, by Owen Clifton Cash and Rupert Hall.
Created to preserve the 4-part a cappella style of this uniquely American style of music. The long name
and acronym parodied FDR's New Deal "alphabet soup" agencies at that time in our history.

e The Meeting: The first meeting took place on the rooftop garden of the Tulsa Club with 26 men

present.

e The Founders: Cash was a tax attorney and Hall was an investment banker; they aimed to protect the

musical style from the rise of radio.

e Rebranding: While officially still the same corporation, the organization began using the name

"Barbershop Harmony Society" in 2004 for better public recognition.

o Cultural Roots: The organization grew to promote a style heavily rooted in African-American

musical traditions of the late 19th/early 20th centuries.

The Original 1938 Invitation read:

Gentlemen,

In this age of dictators and government control of everything, about the only privilege
guaranteed by the Bill of Rights not in some way supervised and directed, is the art of Barber
Shop Quartet singing.

Without doubt we still have the right of “peaceable assembly” which | am advised by
competent legal authority includes quartet singing. The writers of this letter have for a long time
thought that something should be done to encourage the enjoyment of this last remaining source
of human liberty. Therefore, we have decided to hold a songfest on the Roof Garden of the Tulsa
Club on Monday, April 11, at 6:30 p. m. A Dutch lunch will be served.

After several months of research and investigation, we are convinced that your record
warrants our tendering you the honor of joining this group. We sincerely trust you will not fail us.

~ Continued on the next page
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~ Continued from the previous page

As evidence of the work that your Committee has done in this connection, we enclose a
compilation of most of the good old fashioned Barber Shop Quartet songs which we trust you
will look over and familiarize yourself with. Bring this list with you.

It is our purpose to start right in at the first, sing every song, in numerical order, plow
right down the middle, and let the chips fall where they will.

What could be sweeter than ten or twelve perfectly synchronized male voices singing
“Dear Old Girl!” Just thinking about it brought back to your Committee fond memories of a
moonlight night, a hay ride and the soft young blonde visitor from Kansas City we dated on
that occasion years ago. Do not forget the date, and make every effort to be present,
telephone us if convenient. We will have a private room and so will not be embarrassed by the
curiosity of the vulgar public. You may bring a fellow singer if you desire.

Harmoniously yours,

TRpid Nt

Rupert Hall, Royal Keeper of the Minor Keys
Braniff Investment Company
Phone 2-9121

(DL iA

O. C. Cash, Third Assistant Temporary Vice Chairman
Stanolind Companies
Phone 2-3211

THE SOCIETY FOR THE PRESERVATION AND
PROPAGATION OF BARBER SHOP QUARTET
SINGING IN THE UNITED STATES

A Note from Bill:

Happy Barbershop Quartet Day! On April 11, in 1938, 26 men gathered in Tulsa to sing a little. After
the meeting, some of them wanted to do it again sometime. The instigators of the first meeting, Rupert
Hall and OC Cash, were willing to put another meeting together and the rest is history.

Like many others, their actions 88 years ago changed my life for the better forever! Thanks, Rupe and
O.C.. You have my eternal gratitude!

Bill

Be well. Be happy. Make chords.



FROM OUR DIRECTOR:
“BIFFLEISMS”

Hello, fellow harmonizers! As always, I hope this finds you well.

By the time you read this, we’ll be on the veritable precipice of the May shows. All songs learned,
interpreted, programmed and ready to perform for our families, friends, and fans. It’s been a good season of
preparation, for which I thank you. I know you’ve put in countless hours preparing for this show. And, again,
the results will speak for themselves. I’'m very excited and honored to stand in front of you for yet another of
the annual displays of our joy in making music together.

So, be ready to do your best, enjoy every minute and take every bow seriously. You deserve it.

I’m also really excited to see and hear our guest quartet, Moving Parts. This foursome is stocked with true
heavyweights — and heroes — of the barbershop style. I’'m sure they will wow us all! At the show and at the
Saturday afternoon afterglow, too.

Which is a segue to remind you to plan on attending the afterglow following the Saturday show — which is, I
hasten to remind you — at the unusual hour of one o’clock. (The show, not the afterglow.) I’'m not sure what
the official start time for the ‘glow is, but come when you can. If you’re early, I’'m sure your help will be
appreciated. Or just grab a drink, sit on the patio, and stay out of the way! This is our annual “let your hair
down” event and you’ll all have a chance to hear and see our guests up close and sing a lot yourself. It’s the
best party of the year!

Last, on behalf of John T., thanks for stepping up on ad sales. This is, believe it or not, the single biggest
revenue producer for us each year and, unless I’m very badly mistaken — never happens, as you know — this
is the most successful ad campaign we’ve had in the modern era. So, thanks for a job well done.

Thanks for reading. See you Tuesday, Champs.
Bill

Don’t be a Stone
Statue.
Show your audience
that you enjoy what

you’re doing with
expression,
movement, and
SMILES.
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Our Spring Concert - “Hi Neighbor”

For the finest a cappella mixed chorus in the Albuquerque area, plan to
come see the New MexiChords Barbershop Chorus and quartets, plus
our featured guest performers, the Moving Parts quartet from
California.

Our Spring Concert, Hi Neighbor, will be a fun show for the whole
family. Friday, May 8th, at 7pm or Saturday, May 9th, at 1pm at St.
John's United Methodist Church, 2626 Arizona St, Albuquerque. Tickets
are $15 at the door or from any chorus member.

C'mon down and enjoy the show!!

The IVew 1HexiChords Froudly Fresents
New MexiChords
Chorus e

Friday May 8, 2026 7PM  Admission: $15
Saturday May 9, 2026 1 PM ;
Moving Parfs

Quartet
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2626 Arizona NE, Albuquerque
St. John’s United Methodist Church




The New MexiChords Lineup

DIRECTOR TENORS
R Baker, Charlene

EH) Bl Berardinelli, Bev
Ratcliff, Hal

BARITONE Yates, Janet

Koury, Ruth

Randall, Ron

Stronhl, Bill LEAD
Andrews, Tina
Cardillo, Joe

BASS Cole, Tom

Grady, Richard Courtney, Bob

Green, Fred Green, Eric

Lobaton, Jay Kahn, Meryl

Maxwell, Nick

Leverett, Juliette

Porter, Doug Miracle, John
Quintana, Jerry Nelson, Arlo
Ring, Dave Parsons, Walt
Taylor, John Preston, Judy
Twiggs, Leo Stavert, Xannie

Taylor, Lynn
Vertrees, Joe
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Long-time barbershopper and friend, Don Letherer, recently went to join the
Forever Chorus. Our sympathy goes out the Don’s wife, Crissi, and the rest of his
family. He will certainly be missed by his family and friends.




Do you love to sing? Tired of entertaining only yourself
in your car or the shower? C’mon out and see how

much fun it can be to sing with a group of others!
See us at:

www.NMChords.com

Our chorus and quartets love to sing for our audiences and to share our love of barbershop.
You are invited to join with us to enjoy an evening of camaraderie and great barbershop
harmony. Don’t miss out on the fun. Come and see what it’s all about!

What? Weekly Chapter Meeting & Rehearsal
When? Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m.
Where? St John’s United Methodist Church, 2626 Arizona St NE, ABQ 87110

] .

Here’s a barbershop shout-out to our members with birthdays in May!

Arlo Nelson May 26



https://www.NMChords.com

The New MexiChords Calendar

Upcoming Chorus Events
2026

2 May - Celtic Festival, 12pm, 5500 Balloon Fiesta Parkway NE, ABQ

3 May - Celtic Festival, 12pm, 5500 Balloon Fiesta Parkway NE, ABQ

8 May - Spring Show, 7pm, St John’s Methodist Church, 2626 Arizona St, ABQ

9 May - Spring Show, 1pm, St John’s Methodist Church, 2626 Arizona St, ABQ

17 Jun - The Neighborhood, 7pm, 900 Loma Colorado Blvd NE, Rio Rancho

23 Jun - National Anthem at Isotopes Ball Park, 6:30pm, 1601 Avenida Cesar Chavez SE
4 Jul - Naturalization Ceremony, 9am, Expo in the Fairgrounds, 300 San Pedro Dr NE
11 Dec - Naturalization Ceremony, 9am, Expo in the Fairgrounds, 300 San Pedro Dr NE

Stay up-to-date with us by visiting our “Shows & Events” page on the website at:

www.NMChords.com

We are a local chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society (BHS) and a member of the Rocky
Mountain District (RMD), which includes parts of the following States/Areas:
Wyoming
Colorado
Most of Utah
eastern Idaho
southern Montana
northern New Mexico
western portions of South Dakota, Nebraska, and Kansas

The Senenaden is your newsletter and vehicle for sharing information, stories, and
news about the chapter, chorus, quartets, and the people in them. To make it interesting
and a fun read, | would encourage all of you to provide articles for publication, photos of
quartets in action, our members, chorus on the risers..... Anything that you find interesting
and would like to see in the newsletter to share with others. — The Editor



https://www.silverstatesmen.com

Your Chuckles for May

Someone ripped out the 5™ month from my calendar. I'm completely disMAYed!!

It doesn’t matter how often a married man changes his job... He still ends up with the same boss!!
What country’s capitol is growing the fastest? Ireland. Every day it’s Dublin...

I was gonna start a railroad company, but I lost my train of thought.

I had a neck brace fitted years ago... I’ve never looked back since.

I’'m terrified of elevators... so ’'m going to start taking steps to avoid them.

All wives are saints. They forgive you even when you’re not guilty.

Have you ever tried to catch a fog? I tried yesterday but I mist.....

My wife and I laugh at how competitive we are. But I laugh more...

I never understood why a set of false teeth is called “dentures”. They really missed an opportunity to call them
“Substitooths”.

What does a Thesaurus eat for breakfast? Synonym Rolls...

How do you make 7 even? Take away thes......

One tectonic plate bumped into another and said: “Sorry, my fault.”

I was going to cook alligator tonight, but realized I only had a croc pot.
Ladies, if he can’t appreciate your fruit jokes, you need to let that mango...
Why isn’t the Koala bear considered a real bear? It didn’t Koala-fy.

How do you organize an outer space party? You planet.

What do you call a sad cup of coffee? Depresso.

Our Mission:

The members of the Albuquerque Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society dedicate
themselves to:

« Continually seek the joy to be found in singing well in the barbershop style
« Promote the benefits of our hobby at every available opportunity

« Provide our community with high quality musical entertainment, and

« Foster continual musical growth and fellowship among the members

To be added to our fan list, send your name and email address to subscribe@newmexichords.groupanizer.com
To be removed, send your email address to unsubscribe@newmexichords.groupanizer.com



mailto:subscribe@newmexichords.groupanizer.com
mailto:unsubscribe@newmexichords.groupanizer.com

