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Singing: Don’t only ask what—ask why!

Our singing is a privilege that has now become a civic responsibility. Think what the world’s greatest
composers have done with only 12 notes on the music scale. A masterpiece doesn’t have to be complex, but
each note serves a purpose. What we do as Barbershoppers doesn’t have to be complicated, either—it just
needs to serve a purpose. We often fixate on the what of any given detail, but understanding the why is so
much more important. When you know your why, your what can take on many more forms.

Competitions: a great what, a poor why. My Alexandria Harmonizers have defined our why as “enriching
lives through excellence in a cappella harmony,” but our what could be through recruiting, performing,
educating, fundraising. Notice that “competition” is not a part of our why, even though we enjoy and often
devote a lot of effort to our contest sets. Don’t misunderstand. I am a big proponent of competition, which has
boosted the quality of performance across our organization to heights we never could’ve expected decades
ago. But if competition is a group’s primary reason for existence, the group can suffer or fail if competitive
hopes and expectations are unmet. Competition can be a great what, but history shows it to be a poor and
limiting choice when it becomes a why. Imagine what would happen if more chapters diverted more of their
contest prep time to creating a better community through singing?

We have the medicine—and we need to share it. With all the awful stories in the news, you never hear of
a tragic event initiated by someone who just left a chorus rehearsal. We have the preventative “vaccine” for
many of society’s ills right in our weekly rehearsal. But that solution does no good if it stays in that rehearsal.
There is a world out there that needs our music. There are neighborhoods and communities in the hometowns
of every chapter and quartet in our organization that need to experience the benefits of singing—not just
singing barbershop, but singing any and all good music in their lives. What we do—singing—has significant
value! It’s not one of life’s frills. It’s something that goes to the very heart of our humanity, our sense of
community, and our souls. When you sing—not to win a contest, but when you simply sing—you create
something that is much more than the sum of the parts. The chemical composition of the body changes while
singing, and when singing is done with heart, with pure unadulterated purpose and meaning, the why is
cathartic. It teaches us about ourselves and it teaches the people in our audiences about why we’re doing what
we’re doing.

All chapters have value. For many, musical excellence is at the heart of the BHS experience; but even if
your chorus is not the greatest in the world, the fact that you are meeting together has social value, it has
communal value. Many of us leave chapter meetings thinking, “If I could only spend my whole week doing
this ...” or “If more people participated in things like this there would be fewer problems in the world.” I think
a better way to look at that is this: Our singing is a privilege that has become a civic responsibility. We have to
take our culture of working together, listening, learning, accepting, sharing and singing into our communities
and have an impact, because the music we create does make a difference.

... continued on next page

Membership
begins with Me
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Relevant and accessible to the outside world. We can’t expect our community to just come to us. We have
to be relevant and accessible to the outside world. We have to know why, and live that why on a weekly basis
so our music and our communication matches that very purpose. Understanding and believing in these things
has exponential effects on the greater good. I am grateful for your dedication to this organization and I am
even more grateful to your families for being tolerant of the time and effort it takes to do something that makes
a difference in the lives in our organization—and more importantly, everywhere we take our music.

- JCerutti (taken from the 2016 November/December Harmonizer)

CHRISTMAS CONCERTS 2024

The New MexiChords chorus presented our gift to the community with two free concerts to celebrate

the holiday season on December 20 and 21. The Friday evening performance had about 157 in the

audience and our Saturday afternoon performance filled the room with about 283 people. We truly
enjoyed entertaining everyone with our signature brand of musical harmony and fun!
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Weekly rehearsals to hone our vocal skills Our director at the top of his game!

The Bells of St Johns were a great addition to the show Our chorus on stage in our holiday finest!




2025 Board of Directors

President - Richard Grady
Treasurer - John Miracle
Secretary - Mary Turner

VP Music - Richard Grady

VP Membership - Nick Maxwell
VP Marketing - Fred Green

VP Programs - Ruth Koury

VP Performance - Jerry Quintana
Member at Large - Leo Twiggs
Member at Large - Mike Lash

Nonvoting members

Immediate Past President - Tom Cole
Director - Bill Biffle

Assistant Director - Charlene Baker

The New MexiChords “Lineup” as of 1 Jan 2025

DIRECTOR
Bill Biffle

BARITONE
Hudgens, Tom
Hudson, Hal
Koury, Ruth
Randall, Ron
Romero, Max
Strohl, Bill

BASS

Butler, Larry
Grady, Richard
Green, Fred
Maxwell, Nick
Porter, Doug
Quintana, Jerry
Ring, Dave
Taylor, John
Twiggs, Leo

TENORS
Baker, Charlene
Berardinelli, Bev
Hines, Cass
Macek, Tom
Meyer, Cam
Ratcliff, Hal
Yates, Janet

LEAD
Andrews, Tina
Cole, Tom
Courtney, Bob
Green, Eric
Lash, Mike
Miracle, John
Nelson, Arlo
Parsons, Walt
Preston, Judy
Taylor, Lynn
Turner, Mary
Vertrees, Joe




FROM OUR DIRECTOR:

“BIFFLEISMS”

Well, folks, I’'m writing this the afternoon of the first holiday show. Thank you for all
the hard work you’ve done to get the songs ready for our friends and family. I know
it’s going to be a wonderful weekend of harmony to usher in the holidays.

2024 has been a really good year. We’ve continued to make progress individually and as a chorus and
chapter. Thanks to all the officers and volunteers who worked to make last year a success. And thanks to
all of you for your faithfulness, energy, and belief in what we’re trying to do. Without your willingness to
try new things, progress is impossible. The distance we’ve come testifies to your willingness to work and
take chances. That’s the most precious gift you could have given yourself and all the rest of us!

As you know, due to calendar conflicts, we’ll miss a couple of Tuesdays — the two “eves” of the holiday
season - so after the shows, we won’t see each other until January 7th . I hope you all have or had happy
and harmonious holidays.

In the new year, we’ll spruce up our repertoire, learn and sing more tags, and polish and add some
Polecats, too. We’ll also do some quartetting on Tuesdays. Everyone please take the opportunity to step
down front and sing with three others, it’s the way to enjoy this hobby at its finest. We’ll do this on
repertoire and Polecats, so you will know your part. (If you’d be more comfortable in a double quartet,
say, just let me know and I’ll arrange that, too).

Don’t forget to sign up for the Installation and Award banquet. Walt needs your reservation by January
7, so Tanoan CC can plan appropriately for this important annual event, held this year on January 17th .
It’s a great time to socialize with your riser mates and their families and for us to install the new officers
and recognize those who’ve done “sumtin’ sphthecial” (to quote Winthrop) over the past year.

... continued on next page

Do you love to sing? Tired of entertaining only yourself
in your car or the shower? C’mon out and see how

much fun it can be to sing with a group of others!
See us at:

www.NMChords.com

Our chorus and quartets love to sing for our audiences and to share our love of barbershop.
You are invited to join with us to enjoy an evening of camaraderie and great barbershop
harmony. Don’t miss out on the fun. Come and see what it’s all about!

What? Weekly Chapter Meeting & Rehearsal
When? Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m.
Where? St John’s United Methodist Church, 2626 Arizona St NE, ABQ 87110



https://www.NMChords.com

... continued from previous page

Oh, yes. The new year is a great time to bring a few guests. They can jump on the train when it’s going at
it’s startup pace. If you’re having fun doing this, let someone know about it. It’s one of the best things you can
do for them!

See you January 7th, champs!

Bill

Here’s a barbershop shout-out to our members with birthdays in January!

Ron Randall - 8 Jan
Bev Berardinelli - 13 Jan
Ruth Koury - 17 Jan
Bill Biffle - 23 Jan
Joe Vertrees - 31 Jan

Our weekly meetings are on Tuesdays, 6:30pm, at St John’s United Methodist Church,
c 2626 Arizona St NE, Albuquerque, NM 87110

The church is located one block North of Menaul & one block East of San Pedro.

.A You can see an online location map here:

@ https://qgoo.gl/maps/9INGS8mcvRKQYFgBES8



https://goo.gl/maps/9nGS8mcvRKQYFgBE8

The New MexiChords Calendar

Upcoming Chorus Events

2025

17 Jan - Naturalization Ceremony

14 Mar - Naturalization Ceremony

2 May - Spring Concert, 7pm, St John’s Methodist Church, 2626 Arizona St NE
3 May - Spring Concert, 2pm, St John’s Methodist Church, 2626 Arizona St NE
4 Jul - Naturalization Ceremony

Sep TBD - Rocky Mountain District Convention & Contest,

5 Dec - Naturalization Ceremony

Stay up-to-date with us by visiting our “Shows & Events” page on the website at:

www.NMChords.com

We are a local chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society (BHS) and a member of the Rocky
Mountain District (RMD), which includes parts of the following States/Areas:
Wyoming
Colorado
Most of Utah
eastern Idaho
southern Montana
northern New Mexico
western portions of South Dakota, Nebraska, and Kansas

%ﬂﬂl%ﬂlﬂ %
il ?/armony



https://www.silverstatesmen.com

Your Chuckles for January

A photon checks into a hotel. The bellhop asks if he needs help with his bags. Photon says "No. I'm traveling
light".

Why did the old man put the hole in the carpet? He wanted to see the floor show...he covered it back up
because he didn't want to see the whole show.

When attacked by clowns go for the juggler.

When you get your arm broken in 2 places . . . . you just stop going to those places.

Why don't kleptomaniacs understand puns? Because they always take things literally.

Why do chicken coops have 2 doors? Because if they had 4 doors, they'd be chicken sedans.
How do you get dragon milk? Find a cow with short legs...

What's red and bad for your teeth? A brick.......

What did the cannibal get when he got home late for supper? The cold shoulder!

I used to be addicted to brake fluid, but now I can stop anytime.

A Cowboy went to the barn dance wearing paper chaps but the sheriff arrested him for rustling.

I met someone the other day that lost the whole left side of his body. He's all right now.
What did the zero say to the eight? Nice belt.

I dreamed I ate a giant marshmallow last night. When I woke up my pillow was gone.

Why did the first restaurant on the moon fail? Because there was no atmosphere....

Our Mission:

The members of the Albuquerque Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society dedicate
themselves to:

« Continually seek the joy to be found in singing well in the barbershop style

« Promote the benefits of our hobby at every available opportunity

« Provide our community with high quality musical entertainment, and

« Foster continual musical growth and fellowship among the members

To be added to our fan list, send your name and email address to subscribe@newmexichords.groupanizer.com
To be removed, send your email address to unsubscribe@newmexichords.groupanizer.com
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